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Thank you!!!

Thank you so much for all the wonderful Christmas cards, treats, and gifts! Our class will be enjoying many new books from the book fair that were gifted to our class as well. I hope you all had a fantastic winter break with your families. Thank you to all of the mom’s who helped with our Holiday Celebration that last day of school, it was a lot of fun and we couldn’t do it without you!

Welcome Back
New Homework and Calendars were placed in binders this week! Time to get back into routines! New in class: Penguins and Polar Regions and Place Value. As the year progresses, our expectations for writing and handwriting will also increase. VOLUNTEER (s) NEEDED for MONDAY MORNING LITERACY STATIONS: 9:45-11:15…we need someone starting on the 10th either just for the day or for long term help. Email me ASAP if you can help!
Library Next Week
Our library time has changed next week to TUESDAY (just for next week only). Please be sure to send back library books by Tuesday the 11th.  Side note: we encourage kids to get one book that they can read independently and one they can read with help…as you know, that doesn’t always happen! But it’s important that kids are enjoying books and participating in a literacy rich environment, so therefore we don’t keep them from checking out the books they want. If you have questions, please contact me or Lesli McCutcheon. Thanks!

Upcoming Events and Help

· Tuesday Jan. 25th : Black & White Penguin Party 1:45pm (2 or more volunteers needed)
· Monday Jan. 31st : 100th Day of School (Please contact me or Mrs. Chik to help) & Our class will celebrate Summer Birthdays on this day (parents of summer birthday children need to contact me so we can decide how we want to celebrate).  
· Thursday Feb. 24th: Money Day (Academic Stations throughout the day involving Money concepts—many volunteers needed. Sign ups will be up soon!) 

Classroom items needed: Gallon sized Ziploc bags and 1 tub of Crisco (science experiment), kleenex, and dollar store type prizes.  We have started studying penguins, so if your little one asks to bring a penguin related item to school—it’s ok! If it is a book, DVD, or CD please make sure it has a name on it so it can be returned. 
The school is requesting a reduction of flammable items within classrooms—so many things like our stuffed animals, fake plants, pillows, etc. will removed from the classroom.  It has also been requested that teacher chairs (like my ever-so-attractive, green fabric covered chair) be replaced with something else. I’d like to find a rocking chair, or a nice looking wooden bench, something along those lines to replace it with. If you happen to see something out at second hand stores, yard sales, or if you have something at home that might work, please let me know! Thank you!
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