Hop to the Top
1st Grade Yearlong Theme 2010-2011
Organizing Concept:


Pattern Shaper:
        Stewardship 

        
             Naturalist / Ecologist

Rationale:

We all have a responsibility to take care of our Earth. All living things depend on one another for survival. In order to have a healthy world we must protect the resources and habitats that surround us. We need to be aware of the consequences, both positive and negative, of our actions. For what we do to the world, we do to ourselves.

Trailhead

1st Component: Through September

Concept: Citizenship/Responsibility/Stewardship

Key Points: Respect and responsibility are necessary for us to live and work together. By using the lifeskills and lifelong guidelines, and knowing how we are smart, we are able to work together successfully, be safe and stay healthy. As responsible citizens, we need to care for the Earth, as well as each other. The Earth provides us with many natural resources that we need to conserve. In learning to care for the Earth, we become aware of how our actions affect the world and those around us. 

Topics: Brain Power, We are Smarties!, Green Team (including worms)

Locations: School/Classroom, RARE/Recology

Social Action: Green Team (picking up trash around our school throughout the year)
Primary Theme Standards: Life Science 2a, Social Studies 1.1:2, CCDS Lifeskills and Classroom community building!

Habitat Hike

2nd Component: October-January

Concept: Basic Needs & Survival

Key Points: In order to survive, animals must meet their basic needs of food, air, water, shelter and space by adapting to their habitat. Animal’s need for food results in adaptations to their bodies so that they are able to eat what is available in their habitat. People can impact the survival of animals by destroying their habitat. 

Topics: Owl Prowl, Going Batty, Path of the Penguins

Locations: Riparian habitat, Nature Center, Bidwell Park

Guest Speaker: Bat Expert, Owl Expert

Primary Theme Standards: Life Science 2a-d, Physical Science 1a-b

Mapquest

3rd Component: February Through April

Concept: Citizenship

Key Points: In order to become a productive member of a community, children must learn about the community in which they live—the services provided, the economy within it, and the history of it. By learning these things, children see how they fit into the community, can identify the needs and work to solve problems within the community, as well as contribute to the success of it. 

Topics: Me on the Map, Money Day, National Symbols

Locations: Post Office, Downtown Chico

Primary Theme Standards: Social Studies 1.1: 1-4, 1.2: 1-4, 1.3: 1-3, 1.4: 1-3, 1.5: 1-3, 1.6: 1-3

Amazon Trail
4th Component: April Through June
Concept: Interdependence

Key Points: Plants are vital for our survival. They clean the air we breathe and provide us with food and useful products. Plants have unique parts and special needs in order to grow.
Topics: Seed to Plant (Pumpkin lifecycle), Frogs, Rainforest
Locations: School Garden & Pumpkin Patch, Little Red Hen Nursery
Primary Theme Standards: Life Science 2 a-e

